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Editorial 
 
This special volume of Physics Procedia contains main parts of the “Proceedings of the 26th International 
Conference on Nuclear Tracks in Solids (ICNTS-26)”. The conference was held in September 15-19, 2014 at the 
Integrated Research Center of Kobe University located in Port Island in Kobe city, sponsored by the International 
Nuclear Track Society (INTS) and Kobe University. 104 participants from 19 countries and regions have joined the 
meeting, where we had 12 invited talks, 51 oral and 60 poster presentations. 
 
The opening ceremony on Monday, September 15, started from addresses from the representatives from both 
organizers; a vice-president of Kobe University, Dr. Hiroshi Takeda and the president of INTS, Professor Reza 
Hashemi-Nezhad. The first session “Space Radiation & Instrumentations” on Monday was specially arranged in 
memory of Professor Tadayoshi Doke of Waseda University, who had led the Japanese nuclear track community for 
long time. To our regret, he died last year with leaving many and excellent research achievements in fields of space 
radiation, improvement in track registration techniques, dosimetry in space activities, and so on. In this “Doke 
session” were given two memorial addresses from Prof. Shi-Lun Guo of China Institute of Atomic Energy and Prof. 
Koichi Ogura of Nihon University. The other topics were divided into 18 sessions including 2 poster ones. All 
presentations were programed in plenary sessions in order to hear all the presentation and to discuss together with all 
the participants; which resulted in a very tight schedule of early start at 8:30 and late close at 19:00 or 20:00. 
 
It is noteworthy, in my personal impression, that we could have 16 papers in the field of nuclear emulsion, especially 
invited talk by Prof. Morishima and many papers by active Japanese groups about recent high-quality techniques of 
special manufacture, high-speed read-out system and application to muon radiography. We also knew several new 
technologies of nano-wire applicable to life sciences, laser-driven ion acceleration and so on. Another topic was a 
participation of young generation. 22 students gave presentations, and “Durrani Prize” was presented to Mr. Peiman 
Rezaeian from Iran, “Perelygin Prize” to Ms. Nicola Asquith from Australia, and “Doke Prize” to Mr. Masahiro 
Yoshimoto from Japan in closing session on Friday. 
 
The manuscripts submitted to ICNTS-26 office were handled by the special editorial board consisting of four 
members, Prof. Reza Hashemi-Nezhad, Prof. Lluis Font Guiteras, Prof. Tomoya Yamauchi and me. Some of the 
manuscripts were recommended to be submitted to Radiation Measurements (RM). The rest papers have been 
reviewed by two referees and appear as this special volume of Elesevier’s conference journal Physics Procedia.  
 
The referee team consisted of following: 
 
Shigeki Aoki Tomoko Ariga 
Remi Barillon Eric R. Benton 
Francesco Bochicchio Laszlo Sajo Bohus 
S. K. Chakarvarti Valery A. Ditlov 
Guillermo Espinosa Michel Fromm 
Shi-Lun Guo Masato Kanasaki 
Satoshi Kodaira Nina S. Konovalova 
Ken’ichi Kuge Rosaline Mishra 
Zohra Lounis Mokrani Victoria Moreno 
Julio Cesar Hadler Neto Abdel-Mjid Nourreddine 
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Koich Ogura Hiroyuki Ohguchi 
Mehdi Sohrabi Akira Taniike 
Carlos Alberto Tello Luigi Tommasino 
Yugang Wang Nakahiro Yasuda 
Peter K. N. Yu  
 
I would like to express sincere thanks to all of our referees and reviewers for their hard work, without which this 
proceeding has never been published. I thank our sponsors for their warm supports; Chiyoda Technol Corporation, 
Nagase Landauer, Ltd., Seiko Precision Inc., Beam Sense, Ltd., Ohyo Koken Kogyou Co. Ltd., Nuclear Fuel 
Industries, Ltd., Nuclear Engineering, Ltd., and SEN Corporation. I am also grateful to the member of the 
Organizing Committee and 11 student staffs of Kobe University for their great efforts before and during the 
conference. 
 
The next conference will be held in Strasbourg, France. I look forward to meeting all of you in 2017. 
 
On behalf of guest editors, 
Keiji Oda 
Chair of the Organizing Committee of ICNTS-26 
Kobe University, Japan 
 
